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Folk Life Conference, Edinburgh, September, 1965

The first conference in Scotland of the Society for Folk Life 
Studies was held in Edinburgh from September I7th-i9th, 
1965. Founded in London in 1961 for the purpose of furthering 
the study of traditional and changing ways of life in Great 
Britain and Ireland, the Society provides a common meeting 
place for the many people and institutions engaged in the 
various aspects of folk life study; so far conferences have been 
held at University College London (1961), the University of 
Reading (1962), the University of Leeds (1963), and the 
Welsh Folk Museum, Cardiff (1964). The hosts this year 
were the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland and the 
School of Scottish Studies in the University of Edinburgh.

The Programme included the following papers: Material 
Culture in Scotland (Alexander Fenton), The Ideal Village in 
Scotland 1740-1840 (C. T. Smout), John Francis Campbell of 
Islay (D. A. MacDonald),Scottish Folk Song (Hamish Henderson), 
Clothes and Society (R. E. Hutchison), and Politics and Community 
Life (H. J. Hanham). • editor


