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PLATE 11

Fic. 1—Implements from Iron Age hoards.

(Sce:p. 163),

Fic. 2 —Peat spade from Glenuig, Moidart, Inverness-shire.
(Sce p. 105).


































Supernatural steed tries to dislodge his rider either by obtaining
the secret of his ‘horsemanship” or by making him utter
certain words. In the notes to the Lay of the Last Minstrel, Sir
Walter Scott retails some of the storics of Michael Scot that
were still current in the lowlands at that time. (Logie Robertson
1926:64-5). In one of these Michael Scot makes a journey to
Paris, where he is carried on the back of his familiar demon
in the shape of a black horse. Here again the request for the
formula appears. As in the Gaelic story of Michael Scot’s ride,
the required formula is the Paternoster—evil spirits being
known to disappear at the mention of God’s name. But Michael
Scot only replies, “What is that to thece ? Mount Diabolus and
fly!? The words ascribed to him in the introduction to the
present story are strikingly similar.

It is probable then that this international motif of the
Journey on a demon’s back first became associated with
Michael Scot in the lowlands, whence it was borrowed into
Gaelic. How he came to be associated with 756B is more
difficult to answer. The use of his name here may be quite
fortuitous: it is sufficient that Michael Scot was a noted wizard.
On the other hand, unless it is a coincidence that some Irish
variants of 756B contain the episode of the journey to Rome
on the devil’s back, we may suggest that there existed a Gaelic-
Irish ecotype of 756B in which this journey is a motif. That is
to say, a story was known which told how Michael Scot
travelled on a demon’s back; hence it was natural that his
name should be introduced in other tales that contained the
same motif. Which of these interpretations is true remains, in
the absence of much more evidence, obscure.

The motif of the raven and dove, though integral to 756B,
does not appear in the Irish tales cited by Thompson, but it is
known elsewhere in Scottish Gaelic tradition, particularly in
the story of the death of Coinneach Odhar (MacKenzie 1909:

79; ¢f. MacDonald 1961:183).

NOTES

! At the cnd of his transcript of the story presented here, Mr. MacDonald

gives the following details about collecting it:
“] obtained ‘Sgeulachd Mhicheil Scot’ from Duncan Maclnnes

(73) a fisherman, residing at Rudha Ban, Eriskay, Isle of South Uist.
Duncan is better known as Donnachadh Nan Sgeulachdan (Duncan
of the Stories) and he is one of the few that are left in Eriskay of the

really good story-tellers.
I wrote this story down on July 12th, 1933.”
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PLATE 1]
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Sled, restored, from the island of Gracmsay (



PLATE 1V

FiG. 1—Ox harness and sled, Rackwick, Hoy, Orkney.

I16. 2 Sled wheel from Graemsay, Orkney (National Museum of
Antiquitics of Scotland).
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