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to these topics, we welcome research centering on Scotland’s evolving landscapes, physical and social, and
the peoples who call Scotland home in the twenty-first century.
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Editor’s Note

After spending several months of 2024 scanning volumes 1-33 of Scottish Studies, | became newly aware
of how much territory the journal has covered since its founding in 1957. With this volume, contributors
continue to delve into familiar research themes and to explore new ones.

Scottish historians have long found an outlet for their research in Scottish Studies. Professor Ewen
Cameron’s article in this volume examines the life and legacy of John M. Bannerman, Lord Bannerman of
Kildonan, Scottish rugby international, champion of Gaelic and of the Highlands, proponent of Scottish
Home Rule, and mainstay of the Scottish Liberal Party during its darkest days in the 1930s and 1940s. Dr
Sheila Kidd also considers Highland history in her study of a song by a previously unknown nineteenth-
century poet, Catriona Nic an Fhléisdeir, which bears witness to her community’s emotional upheaval upon
learning that they were to be ‘cleared’ from the estate of Alexander Campbell of Monzie, Barbreck,
Lochaweside, in 1840.

The School of Scottish Studies itself has long provided food for discussion in our pages — but rarely
has one of the School’s own staff been a subject of enquiry. In this volume, Liam Alastair Crouse examines
the life and career of one of the institution’s most gifted and diligent collectors, the late lan Paterson (1916—
1990) of Berneray, Harris. Complementing Crouse’s paper, we also publish a review of Susanne Barding’s
monumental study of Berneray in the early 1970s, Bearnaraidh na Hearadh: 'Tis Fifty Years Since — A
Study of Life in a Hebridean Island community.

Sport has surely merited more space in the journal, given how large it looms in Scotland’s cultural life.
A step in the right direction is Trevor Hill’s paper, which examines the evolving relationship between
traditional forms of wrestling popular on ‘both sides of the Tweed’, and shows how definitions of style and
regional identity have come to distinguish Scottish Backhold from Cumberland and Westmoreland
Wrestling, despite many functional similarities between them.

Finally, we are particularly pleased to publish a major article by the late Frans Buisman (1942—2002).
A prodigious linguist and highly-regarded scholar of the piping repertoire, Buisman submitted his paper
shortly before his untimely death; but because of the article’s complexity and its author’s unavailability to
answer questions, the manuscript remained in limbo, making its way through the hands of several reviewers,
not all of whom agreed about what he wanted to say. We are therefore hugely grateful to Professor Joshua
Dickson of the Royal Scottish Conservatoire, whose careful editing has at last made it possible to publish
this important work, in which Buisman shows how the phonological features of the Gaelic language shaped
the ‘language’ of canntaireachd so that it could guide pipers in realising the music’s ‘expressive variability’.

With a regular publication schedule, we can now publish timely reviews of significant works before
they fall out of print. In one of two review articles, Jane Pettegree assesses Fred Freeman’s CD
compendium The Complete Songs of Robert Tannahill, completed last year to mark the 250" anniversary
of the poet’s birth. In the other, we provide a generalist’s view of Ronald Black and Christopher Dracup’s
John Dewar’s Islay, Jura and Colonsay, the first of a projected series of ten volumes from the Dewar
manuscripts. Other reviews assess collections of poetry, song and narrative; consider studies of the Gaelic
revival, of Scotland’s “little ice age’, and of music-making among the Australian diaspora; and describe
the National Galleries of Scotland’s 2024 exhibition Before and After Coal, which marked forty years since
the closure of Scotland’s coal mines and the transformation of their communities.

We had hoped by now to have announced the publication online of all of the earlier volumes of Scottish
Studies. These are now in the hands of our publisher, Edinburgh Diamond, who say they should be
available before too much longer. Meanwhile, we have prepared a comprehensive Index of volumes 1-40.
Please get in touch if you would like a copy.

VIRGINIA BLANKENHORN

Editor, Scottish Studies
20 January 2025
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